
At Brooke Priory our pupils’ wellbeing is at the core our school values and 
ethos. The environment in which our children learn is happy, calm and     
supportive. We have recently introduced ‘Wellbeing’ walks every Monday  
morning which allows me to spend time with individuals who may have   
ongoing worries and/or anxieties. We have the luxury of our newly           
developed library which offers a comfortable, open and calming space for 
pupils to share and discuss any concerns. Recently, children in both Pre – 
Prep and Prep have designed a ‘Buddy Bench’ with the winner due to be   
announced very soon. A ‘Buddy Bench’ is a simple idea to eliminate         
loneliness and foster friendship on the playground. A lovely way of spreading 
the message of   inclusion and kindness!  

Healthy eating is very important for pupils wellbeing and improves focus and 
concentration at school. We encourage all children to bring in a healthy 
snack for morning break.  The snack can consist of fresh fruit or vegetables, 
dried fruit or a snack bar with no added sugar. At Brooke Priory School, we 
recognise the importance of a healthy lifestyle and diet and understand that 
establishing a balanced diet in childhood helps to promote healthy eating 
habits for life. A big thank you to those children who swapped a birthday 
cake for a birthday book donation! 

We offer various opportunities for children to stay fit and active at Brooke 
Priory. As well as P.E, swimming and games lessons there is a varied after – 
school programme including: Pilates, Dance, Gymnastics and much, much 
more. Mr Flint’s Friday Fitness has proved a huge hit with the children at 
playtime! 

We take every opportunity to support our children with their emotional, 
physical and mental wellbeing at Brooke Priory and I would personally like to 
thank you for your ongoing support with such an important matter.  

Designated Safeguarding Lead and Wellbeing Lead                                                                              
Miss M. Gatenby  

In March, Brooke Priory pupils competed at the Maidwell 
Hall Show Jumping Competition with great success and     
enthusiasm. The course was twisty and testing with a few 
navigation errors but with determined riding we had some 
fantastic clear rounds as well. All had lots of fun despite 
the rain and came away with plenty of rosettes. Aston 
came 4th in the 55cms and Harry won the 55 and 65cms.  
They all performed marvellously against stiff competition 
from Maidwell Hall, Witham, Stratton, Copthill, Stoneygate 
and Winchester House.  Well done Brooke Priory! 

Eva, Isobel, Honey, Eva, Edith, Harry & Aston. 

Sarah Johnson                                    

Emotional Literacy Support Assistant 

I feel very privileged to have taken on the ELSA role at 
Brooke Priory. I underwent intensive training to provide me 
with the tools to properly understand the psychological 
principles that support healthy emotional development in 
children.  I am also regularly shadowed by professional   
educational psychologists who can also provide additional 
insight and knowledge when required. 

During the day I am able to support children with a range of 
different emotional issues, behaviour and social skills. Often 
one to one and occasionally in small groups, we work      
together on developing strategies to cope in different     
situations. During our sessions, we set some simple,     
measurable targets that we can work towards. After 6 
weeks or so I review our meetings and in collaboration with 
Mrs Sillett (SENCo) we decide if it would be beneficial to 
continue. An important part of the role is providing suitable 
feedback to the parents; the targets, how the sessions are 
going and any strategies and outcomes at the end of the six 
week intervention. 

I feel I have a very warm 
and caring nature, I am 
very approachable, the 
children know and trust 
me. After all, I do serve 
them lunch every day too!  

The Friends of Brooke Priory recently    
organised a Hike for Sport Relief. Hiking 
8.5 miles from Sykes Lane to Manton. The 
hike was long and windy, but they were 
spurred on by the magnificent support 
received from sponsors, friends and family.  

The current total stands at £815, however further donations 
towards The Brooke Priory Hike for Sport Relief welcome at  
Reception or:      www.justgiving.com/fundraising/brooke-priory The Friends of Brooke Priory Hike for Sport Relief 

Our annual Sponsored Swim took place in February. 
This year we supported the Ark Association who 
offer free meals for disadvantaged local children. 
Ark also provides a number of fun events in and 
around Oakham for children who may not have the 
opportunity to take part in such activities or go on 
holiday. Mary Darlington, from Ark, recently came 
to one of our  assemblies and gave us an insight 
into this wonderful charity. We raised an amazing 
£1,593.35! Congratulations also goes to Imogen 
(Form VI) and Sebastian (Form III) who completed 
an amazing 44 and 25 lengths  respectively, a     
fantastic effort! 

Mary Darlington Imogen & Sebastian 

In March Form IV were lucky enough to visit the Harry Potter 
Studios in London. Everyone arrived at school very early and  
excited for the day ahead. Form IV took part in a special     
workshop, in which they were able to see some of the real 
costumes used in the Harry Potter films! They also worked 
together to create a pitch for a brand new film, which was 
then presented to the rest of the year group. 

There were so many amazing things to see; the Great Hall 
and looking for the Golden Snitches. The Forbidden Forest 
was very realistic and the spiders made everyone jump. 
Walking through Gringotts Bank, all were surprised by the 
fearsome dragon! They had a wonderful day exploring and 
all were inspired to either read the books or watch one of 
the films. A truly magical day! 

 Beyond there be 

Dragons! 

The Nursery and Pre-School children thoroughly    
enjoyed their role play experience at Playtown. The 
trip on the coach, visiting many shops, cafe’s, vets 
and even a fire station. What a fun filled morning of 
playing.  What do you want to be when you grow 
up? 

Miss Gatenby 

It has been another busy term of sport here at Brooke Priory, with the Prep children     
competing regularly in netball and football fixtures. It has been wonderful to see the     
children apply the skills and knowhow developed during games lessons into their weekly    
fixtures. Well done to our netball captain Jessica and our football captain Joe on a          
successful term leading the teams. Our Form VI boys also took part in a one off hockey 
fixture at Maidwell Hall, enabling them to apply the learning from their recent unit of PE 
lessons based on this sport. The Copthill cross country was also a real highlight of the term, 
with our Form III, IV & V children showing tremendous hard work and resilience to conquer 
what was a tough course.  

Joint U11’s Captains Charlie & George 

U8 & U9 Girls Netball 

The Brooke Priory Gymnastics squad have worked 
extremely hard and all their work resulted in 2 teams 
having the privilege of representing the East Midlands 
at the BSGA National Finals. They performed          
brilliantly and we were all so proud of both their   
individual and team scores. Well done to Jess, 
Georgie, Bronwyn, Immy, Evan, Eva, Elena and Lucy.  

Form II had a busy day at Stibbington Centre. 
They learnt about natural and un-natural    
materials and explored their properties. They 
went on materials trails and together created 
an environmental sculpture. An interesting 
part of the day was making predictions and 
observing changes in a variety of materials 
when heated on an open fire. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/brooke-priory?fbclid=IwAR0N30LS1mNo_HLBmXTMZWwudUh_1-wWnhkOYDjm6RojSST9FtG5O-qbLX4

